Immunohistochemical localization of endothelial isoform (eNOS) in human cerebral arteries and the aorta.
The common carotid, vertebral, posterior cerebral arteries, and the aorta were studied in the human in terms of its eNOS expression. In around 10 weeks of gestation, the developing intima began to express notable eNOS. In the adult, the positive eNOS sites were in the endothelial cells and the tunica media where the smooth muscles were. In the vessels with athrosclerotic changes, eNOS was down regulated in the endothelial layer and most of the tunica media but was significantly upregulated in the tunica media around the lesion. The protein changes are related to the onset of the athrosclerotic diseases.